
   

 

Newsletter  August 2018 
“I have done what is mine to do; may Christ teach you yours!”    —Francis of Assisi 

                                         Minister’s Reflection 

Two big transitions this month—our upcoming canonical establishment 
and my appointment as Spiritual Assistant—have had me thinking back to 
that day eight years ago July when we first gathered. Many of us did not 
know each other but we were brought together by our love of Francis, our 
Profession as Secular Franciscans and our desire to establish a fraternity 
here in the Twin Ports. Our common connection was the late Jim Hein and 
his wife, Sis, who mentored us through the first year on behalf of the 
Regional Executive Council.  

I don’t think any of us on that day imagined it would take eight years but 
here we are.  Some of the players have changed since that time. In fact, 14 people have been a part of our 
emerging fraternity during our time together. Of that 
number two have lapsed, two left during Initial Formation 
and two have died. In one way or another, all remain part 
of who we are and will become as we move forward. 

 (continued on page 3) 

 

Father Solanus Casey Emerging Fraternity  |   Duluth/Superior area 

Gospel for the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Times                       
John 6:51-58 
Jesus said to the crowds: 

"I am the living bread that came down from heaven; 

whoever eats this bread will live forever; 

and the bread that I will give 

is my flesh for the life of the world." 
 

The Jews quarreled among themselves, saying, 
"How can this man give us his flesh to eat?"  
Jesus said to them, 
"Amen, amen, I say to you, 
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink 
his blood, 
you do not have life within you.  
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 

has eternal life, 
and I will raise him on the last day.  
For my flesh is true food, 
and my blood is true drink.  
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 

remains in me and I in him.  
Just as the living Father sent me 

and I have life because of the Father, 
so also the one who feeds on me 

will have life because of me.  
This is the bread that came down from heaven.  
Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died, 
whoever eats this bread will live forever." 

This month’s Fraternity Gathering 

August 19, 2018 12:30 p.m. – Pot luck and 
gathering 

Holy Family Catholic Church, lower level 
2430 West 3rd St., Duluth 
Park in the lower (gravel) parking lot 

Agenda:  

1. Opening Prayer: Bob 
2. Liturgy of the Hours: Keith 
3. Gospel sharing: Jane 
4. Ongoing formation: Darlene, Reflection 7 in 

Live Like Francis  
5. Preparations for the September 7 Mass and 

reception 
6. Business: 

a) Stewardship prayer and collection 
b) Approve July minutes 
c) September meeting ministries:  

Opening prayer:  
LotH:  
Gospel sharing: ? 
Formation: ? 

d) Finance report, payments, approvals 
e) Formation and JPIC reports 
f) Other? 

7. Vocations and closing prayers 

Next month’s meeting: September 16, 2018 
 



 

 

 

 

to JPIC – (Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation)  

REMINDER: Saturday September 18th our Fraternity is serving at Damiano Center, 8:30am -
1:30P shift 

 

WORDS of WISDOM: 

 One’s profession in the Secular Franciscan Order is a special 

way of intensifying the effect of baptism. Entering a secular 

or religious order is not another sacrament, like ordination 

or marriage, precisely because its intent and result is 

identical to baptism, but on a deeper level. For example, a 

person may play a simple melody on the piano all by itself; 

that same melody is played again with harmonics and 

chords to give it an even greater richness, depth, and 

fulfillment. So, profession directs, intensifies, and deepens 

the “melody” of Christian life first played at baptism. ~ 

Benet A. Fonck, OFM, Editor, Called to Follow Christ 

                      Our friend Flo 

 

ODDS ‘N’ ENDS 

I am excited for the upcoming Mass on September 7th to formally establish us as a 
fraternity. Fr. Ed McKenzie, OFM, the Provincial Spiritual Assistant, wanted to be here 
but unfortunately, he has a prior commitment on that date. Bishop Sirba will preside at 
Mass as the representative of the Church and Kathy Taormina, the Regional Spiritual 
Assistant will preside at the ceremony of establishment as Fr. McKenzie’s delegate.  

We will also be hosting members of the Regional Executive Council as well as Seculars 
from around the Region who are able to make the journey north for the celebration. Let 
me know if you are able to provide hospitality in your homes for any of these visitors.  

 
Remember, too, that Spiritus Sanctus Fraternity in Brainerd will be canonically 
established at a Mass on September 8 11:00 a.m. at All Saints Catholic Church in 
Brainerd. I encourage you to attend their celebration as well to show solidarity. Perhaps 
we can arrange to car pool down there. 

                                     

It has been a joy and blessing to have served the past three years as your Acting 
Minister. Preparing this newsletter and the meeting agenda is my last official act in that 
capacity. Pax et Bonum!       —Bob  

 



Ministers reflection’s con’t from page 1 

And now I, too, must step away, at least partially. As Spiritual Assistant I will no longer be a member of 
the Fr. Solanus Casey Fraternity. I will, however, remain an active part of the fraternity, especially on the 
Council and in Formation. As a reminder of my new role, here is a quote from Franciscan Family 
Connections, the SA training 

 A spiritual assistant to the SFO connects the Church and the Franciscan First Order/TOR to the SFO. 
Spiritual assistants are responsible to fulfill the mandate of the Church to assure the SFO's relationship 
to the Church and for maintaining Franciscan Family connections between the SFO and the First 
Order/TOR. SA's participate in the altius moderamen, i.e. the 1st Order/TOR's responsibility to 
guarantee the SFO's fidelity to the Franciscan charism, communion with the Church and a life-giving 
union within the Franciscan Family. 

In other words, I will in my new role stand apart, even though I remain an OFS. As SA I will now represent the 
OFMs of the Sacred Heart province, to whom Fr. Solanus Casey Fraternity is bonded. It’s a strange arrangement, 
I know, and one that only happen when a Secular Franciscan serves his/her own fraternity as Spiritual Assistant. 
I am confident that together we will work out the kinks in the coming months. 

So with our upcoming gathering we will welcome new leadership that will guide the newly established Fr. 
Solanus Casey Fraternity until formal elections are held several months down the line. I have forwarded our 
recommendations to the Regional Executive Council. Pending their approval, the new fraternity council will take 
over starting with the August gathering. Please join me in praying that the Spirit of God inspire them as they 
animate and guide the fraternity.   —Bob 
 
 

 

     

  Blessing of St Claire 

May the Lord bless and protect you. 

May He make His face to shine upon you and  

Grant you His mercy.  

May He look upon you and give you His peace. 

May the Lord be with you always and may you always be with him! 


